
 

MEAD, EDWARD P 

Nationality: United Kingdom 

Rank: Second Officer 

 Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve : S.S. "Glenellah" 

Age: 25 

Date of Death:12/12/1919 

Accidental death due to drowning 

He had married Miss Florence Rose on the 24th June 1919. He was the son of the late Mr Edward Mead and a 

grandson of the late Dr. Parker of Brightlingsea.. He had been orphaned at the age of 12 and had been brought 

up by Mr Noah Arthur Mead of Whitham along with his sister, Miss Gladys Mead. 

The Essex County Telegraph in December 1919 reported " the fatality occurred on December 12th last at 1.30 

am. off the Tyne. It appears Mr Mead and his watch were taking a cast of the hand lead and while standing up 

on the bulwarks the roll of the vessel sent him overboard. A thick fog prevailed at the time but a lifebuoy was 

thrown and a ladder lowered. It is believed that deceased hung on to the ladder and the First officer was on his 

way down the ladder to the rescue when Mr Mead disappeared. 

He had a fine future before him and his war record with the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve included much 

service abroad and hard fighting with the fleet at the Dardenelles. At the Gallipoli landing deceased was 

helping a wounded comrade when a shell burst and the wounded man died in his arms from a fatal wound, 

leaving Mead unscathed, except for a few scratches. He also saw active service on the coast of Africa with the 

same war vessel, HMS Devanha." 

 



 

DEVANHA 1906 was built in 1905-6 by Caird & Co, Greenock for Peninsular & Oriental Steam Navigation Co 

(P&O Line). She was a 8,092 gross ton ship, length 470ft x beam 56.5ft, one funnel, two masts, twin screw and 

a speed of 15 knots. There was accommodation for 160-1st and 80-2nd class passengers. Newly registered on 

31st Jan.1906, she was placed on the UK to India and the Far East intermediate service. Used as a troop and 

hospital ship in the Great War, she landed the 12th Australian Battalion at Anzac Beach, Gallipoli, and remained 

there as a hospital ship with her sister ship DONGOLA. She was the last vessel to leave the beach area. On 

Apr.5th 1916 she picked up survivors from the torpedoed British India Line ship CHANTALA and landed them 

at Malta. From 1919 she returned to the Far East run with occasional voyages to Australia, and in March 1928 

was sold for scrap and broken up in Japan. [Merchant Fleets by Duncan Haws, vol.1, P&O, Orient and Blue 

Anchor Lines]  

His body was lost at Sea. No known Memorial   
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